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TIRUGNANA SAMBANDHAR.
The Sage whose name is probably dearest to the whole Tamil people is known by the title of Thiru Gnana Sambandhar. His reputed poetical effusions have all the authority and sanctity of Vedas. His history fills the Second Kandam of the 'Great Legendary History',A and is . given in 1,256 quatrains or 5,000 lines.
In the collection of the DEVARAM (hymns composed by the three great devotees) 384 are ascribed to him. These consist of eleven quartrains each, the eleventh always containing the poet's name,
He seems to have been, though a mere boy, nearly the greatest leader in the 2nd Saiva revival, and from his days the Buddhists and Jains disappear from South Indian history. The legends are very remarkable, and illustrate many phases of Hindu thought and feeling
(His date is a matter of dispute; but it can hardly be later than the ninth century A.D. (See articles by Professor P. Sundar^m Pillai in Madras Christian College Magazine, November 1891, etc.)8
Thiru Gnana Sambandhar was born in Sri-Kazhi (ShiyaliJ or Brahmapuram, a celebrated old city about thirty-eight miles north-east of [Kumbakonam, in the Tanjore district.. His parents were of ancient Brahmanical race, rigt'd §laivites, holding aloof from every other worship and system, of which it seems there were at that time many actively propagated around them. The wonders of his history begin with his third year. Having comety to the God, i id had been punished by the hand of his own son, was : >rgiven, restored, and with the whole family passed into Jivan's abode of bliss.                                                    **
